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was fought betwixt the Saxons and the Dares; in
which fo much Blood was {piit, that a littie River is
faid to have run Blood, now cailed from thence
Danes Stream.

Tour Friend, and
Oxenden-Street, Jan. 12.

1744. : Humble Servant,

Tho. Wright,

XI. Obfervations on a Cafe publifbed in the laft
Volume of the Medical Effays, &°c. of Reco-
vering @ Man Dead in Appearance, by dif-
tending the Lungs with Air. Printed &t
Edinburgh, 1744; 4y John Fothergill,
Licent. Coll. Med. Lond.

ReadFeb.zl.T HERE are fome Faéts, which, in
1744-5. Now

primied wuith themfelves, are of fo great Im-
Additions. portance to Mankind, or which
may lead to fuch ufeful Difcoveries, that it would
feem to be the Duty of every one, under whofe No-
tice they fall, to render them as extenfively public as
it is poflible.

The Cafe which gives Rife to the following Re-
marks, I apprchend, is of this Nature: It is an Ac-
count of < A Man, dead in Appearance, recovered by
 diffending the Lungs with Air ; by Mr. William
« Toffack, Surgeon in Alloas” printed in Part 2. p.60os.
Vol. V. of the Medical EfJays, publifhed by a Socicty
of Genticmen at Edinburghs an Abftraét of which
| will
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will be fufficient in this Place: Thofe who defire ant
ampler Account may confuit the Article itlelf,

A Perfon fuffocated by the nanféous Steam arifing
from Coals fet on Fire in the Pit, fell down as dead s he
lay in the Pit between balf an Hour and three Quarters;s
and was then dragg'd up; bis Eyes flaring andopen, bis
Mouth gaping wide, his Skin cold; not the leaft
Pulfe in either Heart or Arteries, and not the leaft
Breathing to be obferved.

In thete Circumftances, the Surgeon, who relates
the Affair, applied his Mouth clofe to the Patient’s,
and, by blowing [brongly, holding the Nojtrils at the
Jame time, raifed his Cheft fully by his Breath.
The Surgeon smmediately felt [ix or feven very quick
Beats of the Heart ; the Thorax continued to play,
and the Pulfe was f[oon after felt in the Arteries.
He then opened a Vein in his Arm s which, after
giving a [mall Fet, fent out the Blood in Drops
only for a Quarter of an Hour, and then he bled freely.
In the mean time he canfed him to be pull d, pufv'd,
and rubl’d, as much as he could. In one Hour the
Patient began to come to himfelf s within four Hours
he walked home ; and in as many Days returned to
his Work.

There were many Hundred People, fome of th¢m
of Diftin&tion, prefent at the Time. _

This is the Subftance of the Account ; from whence
it naturally appears how much ought to be attributed
to the Sagacity of the Surgeon in the Recovery of
this Perfon. Anatomifls, it is true, have long known,
that an artificial Inflation of the Lungs of a dead or
dying Animal will put the Heart in Motion, and
continue it fo for fome time; yet this is the firft

Inftance
1
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Inftance I remember to have met with, wherein the
Experiment was applied to the happy Puarpofc of re-
fcuing Life from fuch imminent Danger.

Bleeding has hitherto been almoft the only Refuge
upon thefe Occafions: If this did not fucceed, the
Patient was given up. DBy Bleeding, it was propofed
to give Vent to the ftagnating Blood in the Vein, in
order to make Way for that in the Arteries @ tergo,
that the Refiftance of the Heart being thus diminithed,
this Mufcle might again be put in Motion,

But, in too many Inftances, we every Day are in-
formed, that this Operation will not fucceed, tho’ the
Aperture is made with never fo much Skill : Nor is
it likely, that it fhould, when the Dlood has loft con-
fiderably of its Fiuidity, the Motion of the Heart, and
the contra&ile Force of the Solids, are at an End.

Chafing, Rubbing, Pulling, the Application of
Stimulants, are too often as ineffectual as Bleeding.

The Mecthod of diftending the Lungs of Perfons,
dead in Appearance, having been try’d with fuch Suc-
cefs in one Inftance, gives juft Reafon to expect, that
it may be ufeful to others.

It may be a proper Inquiry, In what Cafes, and
under what Circumftances, there may be a Profpeét
of applying it with Succefs?

It will at once be granted, That when the Juices
ate corrupted, where they are rendered unfit for Cir-
culation by Difeafes, where they are exhaufted, or
where the Tone and Texture of the Solids is injured
or deftroyed, it would be extreme Folly to think of
any Expedient to recover Life.

But where the Solids are whole, and their Tone
unimpair'd by Difeafes, the Juices not vitiated by

any
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any other Caufe than a fhort Stagnation; where
there is the lealt Remains of animal Heat, it would
feem wrong not to attempt fo eafy an Experiment,

This Defcription takes in a few Difeafes, but a
greater Number of Accidents.. Amongft the ficlt are
many of thofe which are called fudden Deaths from
fome invifible Caufe; Apoplexies, Fits of various Kinds,
as Hyfterics, Syncope’s, and many other Diforders,
wherein, without any obvious Prz-indifpofition, Pet-
fons in a Moment fink down and expire. In many
of thefe Cafes it might be of Ufe to apply this Me-
thod; yet without negle&ing any of thofe other
Helps, which are ufually called in upon thefe melan-
choly Occafions.

It is not cafy to enumerate all the various Cafual-
ties, in which this Method might be try’d not with-
out a Profpe&t of Succefs; fome of them are the fol-
lowing : Suffocations from the fulphureons Damps of”
Mines, Coal-pits, &ec. the condenfed Air of long-
unopen’d Wells, or other fubterrancous Cavernsj
the noxious Vapours arifing from fermenting Liquors
received from a narrow Vent; the Steam of burn-
ing Charcoal ; fulphureous mineral Acids; arfenical
E fluvia, &re.

Perhaps thofe, who, to Appearance, are ftruck dead
by Lightning, or any violent Agitation of the Paf-
fions, as Joy, Fear, Surptize, ¢rc. might frequently
be recoverd by this fimple Procefs of ftrongly blow-
ing into the Lungs, and by that means once more
communicating Motion to the vital Organs.

Malefa&tors cxecuted at the Gallows would afford
Opportunities of difcovering how far this Method

might be (uccefsful in relieving fuch as may have
unhappily
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unhappily become their own Exccutioners, by hang-
ing themfelves. It might at lcalt be try’d, if, after
the Criminals have hung the ufual Time, inflating the
Lungs, in the Manner propofed, would not, fome-
times, bring them to Life. .The onlyill Confequence
that could accrue from a Difcovery of this kind would
be eafily obviated by prolonging the prefent alloited
Time of Sufpenfion.

But this Mcthod would feem to promife very much
in aflifting thofe who have -been. fuffocated in the
Water, under the above mentioned Circumftances ;
at leaft it appears neceffary to recommend a Trial of
it, after the Body has been difcharged of the Water
admitted into it, by placing it in a proper Pofition,
the Head downwards, prone, and, if it can be, acrofs
a Barrel, Hogfhead, or fome fuch-like convex Support,
with the utmoft Expedition.

It does not feem abfurd, to compare the animal
Machine to a Clock; let the Wheels whereof be in
never fo good Order, the Mechanifm complete in:
every Part, and wound up to the full Pitch, yet,
without fome Impulfe communicated to the Pendu-
lum, the Whole continues motionlefs.

Thus, in the Accidents defcribed, the Solids are
fuppofed to be whole and claftic, the Juices in fuf-
ficient Quantities, their Qualitics no otherwife vi-
tiated than by a fhort Stagnation, from .the .Qui-
efcence of that moving Something which enables Mat-
ter in animated Bodies to overcome the Refiftance
of the Medium it alts in,

Inflating the Lungs, and, by this means, commu-
nicating Motion to the Heart, like giving the firft
Vibration to a Pendulum, may pofiibly, in many

Nn Cafcs,
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Cafcs, enable this Something to refume the Govern-
ment of the Fabric, and aGuate its Organs afrefh, tilk
another unavoidable Neceflity puts a Stop to it in-
tirely.

It has been fuggefted to me by {ome of my Ac-
quaintance, that a Pair of Bellows might poflibly
be applicd with more Advantage in thefe Cafes, than
the Blaft of a Man’s Mouth ; but; if any Perforr can
be got to try the charitable Experiment by blowing,
it would feem preferable to the other: 1 As the
Bellows may mot be at hand: 24y, As the Lungs of
one Man may bear, without Injury, as great a Forcé
as thofe of another Man can exert; which by the
Bellows cannot always be determin'd: 34ly, The
Warmth and Moifture of the ‘Breath would be more
likely to promote the Circufatior, than the chilling’
Air forced out of a Pair of Bellows..

To conclude, as1 apprchend, the Method above
defcribed may conducc to the faving a great' many
Eives, as it is pra&ticable by ¢every one who happens
to“be préfent at, the Accident; withiout Lofs of Time,
without Expence, with little Trouble, and:lefs Skill,
and as it is, pethaps, the only Expedient of which it
can be juftly faid, thatit may poflibly-do grear Good,
but cannot do Harm, I thought it of fo much Con-
fequerce to the Public, as to deferve to be recom-
mengded in this Manner to your Notice : For tho’ it
is  already publithed in a Work which is generally
read by the Faculty 5 yet, perhaps, it may be‘over-
iooked by fome, forgor by others, and perhaps, after
zil the Care that can be ‘taken, it may never come

o
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to the Knowledge of a Tenth of thofe who ought
not to be ignorant of it,

John Fothergill.

P. 5. As the Reprefentation of an extraordinary
Fa& may perhaps induce fome to try the Experi-
riment, when Occafions like thofe which are fpe-
cified in the above Remarks occur, it is hoped,
that Humanity will prompt all fuch to favour the
Public with an Account of their Succefs, with the
principal Circumftances that attended. And as
the Writer of thefe Remarks has embarked in the
Defign of rendering this Fa&t diffufively known,
he would be glad to have it in his Power to in-
form the Public, that numecrous Experiments con-
firm what this Cafe fuggefts; v:iz. the Poflibility
of faving a great many Lives, without risking any
thing,.

White-Hart Conrt, Gracious-Streer;
7bery 1744.
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